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Subject:     "MS  NOTES  FROM  THE  F&DA. "     Items  of  interest  to  soncumers,  from  the 
Federal  Food  and  Drug  Administration,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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If  you  want  to  know  the  amount  of  damage  done  by  hurricanes  and  tidal  wav.es — 
ask  Uncle  Sam's  food  and  drug  inspectors.     They're  right  on  the  job  —  wherever 
flood  waters  threaten  to  enda,nger  the  food  supply. 

But  let's  quote  directly  —  from  today's  rep'ort  from  the  Boston  Station  of 
the  Food  and  Drug  Administration: 

"The  hurricane  and  tidal  wave  that  struck  New  England  on  the  afternoon  of 
September  21  overshadowed  all  other  disasters  that  have  occurred  in  this  region  in 
recent  years.     The  tidal  wave  coming  in  along  the  coast  affected  the  entire  Eastern 
shore  of  3oston  Station  territory  —  from  Hyannis  on  Cape  Cod  to  the  westerly  limit 
of  New  London,  Connecticut.     The  tidal  wave  has  been  estimated  from  20  to  40  feet 
in  height  —  and-  even  after  working  all  the  way  up  Narragansett  Bay  to  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,   the  wave  was  between  12  and  14  feet  high." 

Just  a  minute,  homemakers  —  while  we  breathe  a  sigh  of  relief  that  we  were 
not  in  the  tid.al  wave  territoryl 

Continuing  with  our  report: 

"While  the  tidal  wave  caused,  the  greatest  amount  of  damage,  flood  water 
in  the  rivers  of  New  England  also  caused  damage  to  food  and  drugs.     Frovi dence , 
Rhode  Island,  was  the  most  seriously  involved  from  the  standpoint  of  amount  of 
food  and  drugs  damaged.     The  tidal  wave  came  without  any  warning  whatsoever, and 
merchants  had  no  chance  to  move  their  merchandise  to  higher  floors  in  the  buildings-- 
or  to  higher  points  of  land.     The  loss  of  life  was  very  great. 

11  Immediately  following  the  disaster,  Federal  inspectors  were  stationed 
throughout  the  flood-damaged  territory.     They  worked  day  and  night  —  under  very 
trying  circumstances.     Electric  power  lines  had  been  completely  severed,  telephone 
lines  were  out,  and  there  were  so  many  establishments  to  be  inspected  that  first 
efforts  could  be  directed  only  to  the  ^embargo  of  f lood- damaged  products. 

"The  first  shock  of  the  disaster  was  so  great  tnat  it  seemed  to  paralyze 
all  operations,  but  recovery  was  prompt,  and  Federal,  State,  and  city  authorities 
were  soon  working  smoothly  to  dispose  of  all  flood-damaged  foods  that  might  en- 
danger public  health.    Boston  City  health  authorities  seized  all  contaminated  goods 
reported  as  moving  into  Boston.     The  goods  were  condemned  and  destroyed,  and 
parties  responsible  for  their  being  placed  on  sale  are  being  prosecuted." 
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Still  reading  —  from  today's  report  from  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration; 

"It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  extent  of  d.".image  done  to  food  and  drug 
products,  because  so  many  were  simply  a  mass  of  pulp  after  the  waters  receded  and 
cellars  had  beer,  pumped  out.     The  salt  water  affected  canned  goods  more  than  fresh 
water  —  euasing  pin  holes  from  rust. 

"Almost  three-fourths  of  the  total  amount  of  damage  occurred  in  the  Provi- 
dence, Tall  River,  and  New  Bedford  areas.     In  these  areas  inspectors  condemned  and 
destroyed  thousands  of  cases  of  canned  goods,  groceries,  and  beverages  not 
hermetically  scaled;  and  tons  of  butter,   sugar,  salt,  cereals,  stock  feeds,  moat, 
eggs,  nuts,  candy,  frait,  vegetables,  fish  —  and  many  cartons  of  drugs. 

''Westhanpton  Seach,  on  the  southern  shore  of  Long  Island,  suffered  great 
loss  of  life  and  property  damage,    A  tidal  wave  demolished  practically  all  of  the 
resort  homes  on  the  beach,  and  then  passed  on  to  the  town  about  a  mile  inland  — 
where  it  flooded  the  main  street.    Food  in  retail  stores  was  caught  in  the  flood. 
Federal  and  city  authorities,  with  the  help  of  WFA  trucks,  carried  contaminated 
food  to  a  dump  and  burned  it. 

"Connecticut  officials  reduced  flood  losses,  when  the  waters  began  to  rise, 
by  warning  fooc  dealers  and  warehousemen  to  move  their  goods  from  the  path  of  the 
flood.     The  railroads,  remembering  the  floods  of  1936,  moved  all  cars  of  freight 
to  high  ground. 

"New  York  Station  sent  three  inspectors  to  Hartford  as  soon  as  radio  reports 
indicated  a  probable  flood  in  that  vicinity.     The  men  arrived  before  the  waters  had 
reached  their  highest  point.     As  soon  as  the  flood  receded,  all  warehouses  and 
stores  were  visited,  and  all  food  not  suitable  for  salvage  was  placed  under  guard 
and  destroyed  under  city  supervision.     Canned  goods  were  washed  in  a  strong  chlorir 
solution,  rinsed,  and  then  permitted  to  be  offered  for  sale. 

"Inspectors  were  notified  that  two  large  lots  of  d  aim  aged  drugs  had  been 
shipped  from  Providence  to  home  offices  in  Connecticut.     These  shipments  were 
promptly  investigated,  and  embargoed  by  the  health  officers  of  the  cities  involved. 
The  drugs  were  later  destroyed." 

That  concludes  today' s  report  from  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Administration- 
the  agency  that  protects  our  food  and  drug  supply  —  and  in  times  of  flood  destroys 
all  contaminated  products  that  might  endanger  public  health. 


a ''  ii 
TffW 


